
DeTax Payment Reports Please see the
flyer in this newsletter regarding how

to pull your payment reports for tax
purposes.

ar

2/11 - Carnation Gram Orders Due

2/14 - Carnation Grams Delivered

2/17 - President’s Day -No School

2/18 - Kindergarten Chapel Presentation

2/19 - Parent Meeting 6:00 pm

2/28 - Parents Night Out

3/2-3/4 - FCIS Accreditation Visit

3/5 - Ash Wednesday

3/6 - Spring Photo Day

3/7 - Storybook Dress-up Day

3/13 - Science and Innovation Night

3/14 - Parent/Teacher Conference Day
            No School

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

February 7, 2025

Tax Payment Reports
Please see the flyer in this newsletter
regarding how to pull your payment

reports for tax purposes.

Opt-Out Deadline Extended
The deadline to opt-out of continuous
enrollment for the 25/26 school year

has been extended to March 15th.



February 4, 2025
Dear Parents, Teachers, Staff, School Board, and Vestry,

We want to bring you up to date on the events at the Academy. The School
Board and the Vestry met with Canon Dan Smith (Assistant to the Bishop of
Central Florida) and Father Josh Bales (Licensed Mental Health Counsellor)
last night to review the charges brought against Justin Smith, former Head of
School.

During the meeting, we received word that a local paper was airing the
story, and we will be working with the diocese to write a press release.
The laptop Mr. Smith used was removed from the school and will undergo
a forensic investigation.
We will be engaging GRACE (Godly Response to Abuse in the Christian
Environment) to conduct a thorough investigation.
https://www.netgrace.org/
We have scheduled a meeting with the parents on Wednesday, February 19
in Thursby Hall at 6:00 pm.

NOTE: This meeting is for adults only, and we will not be able to
provide childcare.

a.

Canon Smith and Father Bales will be with us at that meeting.b.
As always, the safety of your children is our primary concern, and we are
dedicated to doing everything we can in order to provide a secure
environment.
At this moment, we have limited accurate information but we will share what
we have. In the meantime, we humbly request that you refrain from passing on
rumors. If you want to share information or have questions, please direct them
to either Fr. Steve Pessah (Acting Head of School) or Susan Blakeslee (School
Board Chair).
We also ask that you remember the Academy in your prayers. We are a very
unique center of learning and our resolve is to navigate through these times
with grace and fortitude. Our conviction is that we will emerge a stronger and
more united community than ever.

Father Steve Pessah              Susan Blakeslee, LMHC
Acting Head of School             School Board Chair

https://www.netgrace.org/


Please consider making a donation to
keep our school and children safe and

secure in our beautiful village.

All proceeds will go to implementing
additional security measures at 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Academy.

Security Fund

(321) 639-5771 2 Church St,. Cocoa, FL 32922











An Opportunity  for Girls in Grades 3 - 6

Student Registration Link volunteer Registration Link

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/swe-space-coast-introducing-girls-to-engineering-workshop-tickets-1117115084289?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdU-zmv6iVsNueUKo7j_31SLRlAtPl9tyJDFuVjjOhtSUgd3g/viewform


HELP GET THE WORD
OUT!

CLICK ON ONE OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING
WEBSITES TO LEAVE A REVIEW

Do you love St.  Mark’s Academy?  If  so, please share your
love on one or all  of the school review sites below.  

Simply click on the logos.  Thank you!

As St. Mark’s continues to grow - we need your assistance to help reach new families.
YOU can assist SMEA by engaging with our social media pages.
Please go on to the following page links to: follow, like, share and comment:

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/stmarksepiscopalacademy/ 
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/stmarksepiscopalacademy/
Website - https://www.stmarksacademy.org/  
LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-mark-s-episcopal-academy

This is a great way to show your support of SMEA, and promote our community to your friends and family. 

https://www.niche.com/k12/survey/start/?t=k&e=st-marks-episcopal-academy-cocoa-fl
https://www.privateschoolreview.com/st-mark-s-episcopal-academy-profile#reviews
https://www.greatschools.org/florida/cocoa/3263-Saint-Marks-Episcopal-Academy/review/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksepiscopalacademy/reviews
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksepiscopalacademy/
https://www.instagram.com/stmarksepiscopalacademy/
https://www.stmarksacademy.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-mark-s-episcopal-academy
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